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 Cumberland County Fire Chiefs’ Association 
“Preservation of Life and Property through Organization” 

Minutes of the 20 May 2024, Monthly Meeting 
 

 
The general membership Chiefs’ meeting was hosted by Director Gene Booth and Cumberland County 
Emergency Services Center. The association thanks Director Booth and his crew for their great hospitality. A 
catered dinner was provided by Motorola Corporation. 
 
Call to Order:    The meeting was called to order by President Johnson at 7:00 pm.  
  
Opening Prayer: Assistant association Chaplain Brock provided the opening prayer followed by 

dinner. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  President Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
Roll Call:    Roll call was conducted with 17 departments and 7 associate members present. 

Members Absent: 
 
Fire/EMS Departments: Hope Mills FD/West Area FD/Fire Commissioner 
 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of April 22, 2024, meeting was approved as presented.  
 
Guests: Jennifer Hammonds Valor Awards Chair 
 Fayetteville Police Chief Kemberele Bratton 
 Fayetteville Police Deputy Chief (Colonel) Chris Joyce 
  
Vendors Present:   Motorola Corporation led by Government Sales Rep. John Briggs 
    
Treasurer’s Report:  A detailed association financial report was provided along with a hard copy             

fund balance, and a detailed profit and loss report for the fiscal year to date.   
   
Meeting Points of Interests:  

 Next Chiefs’ Meeting is scheduled for Monday June 24th, 2024, hosted by Fire Chief Brock of 
Beaver Dam Fire Department, Dinner will be served.  

 Fort Liberty Air-1 has Air rotation responsibilities for the month of June followed by Fayetteville 
FD in July. 

 Congratulations to the newly appointed Fire Chief Matthew Cain for his selection as the 
new Fire Chief at Hope Mills replacing Chief Lopez.  

 
Items of Interest Handouts 

1. Jan-April Monthly Incident Response Statistics 
2. Truist Balance Sheet 05/20/2024 & Loss and Profit Statement FY year to date.  
3. CCFCA FY24/25 Budget 
4. FTCC & Regional Training Opportunities 
5. OSBM-SCIF Email 



CCFCA Minutes May 20, 2024,  CC EOC                                            Page 2 
 

6. Executive Committee-Voter Ballet for voting members only 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
  
1. President Johnson discussed the foam replacement process for the three county foam trailers. 

OSFM has been designated to spearhead the replacement project with state funds going to 
OSFM. Chief Chris Davis with OSFM recently verified foam on hand for accurate replacement. 
The state will disperse our foam but does not have the funding to replace it. Procurement will 
have to be secured with the SCIF fund. The team is still waiting for information on the newest 
Green Foam  
 

2. President Johnson discussed our current AED dilemma surrounding the excessive cost of 
replacement pads and batteries. He is recommending that we use the funds currently available 
through the Health Department for CCFCA AED pads and battery purchases. The 
recommendation is that we replace 130 of our current AEDs and purchase 130 Stryker 
LIFEPAK 1000 which are compatible with EMS thus allowing PAD exchange with the 
responding medical unit. To affect this purchase and exchange Cumberland County is 
requesting that we turn in our current CARDIAC Science Power heart G5 AEDs for distribution 
in county owned facilities including schools. To utilize the ARP funds the issue goes back to the 
ARP Committee where Fire Commissioner Keefe is chair. With 100% voting membership in 
attendance the Chiefs concurred with exchanging our current Power heart G-5 AEDs and 
pursuing the purchase of 130 Stryker LIFEPAK 1000 which are compatible for direct AED Pad 
Exchange on the scene with the responding Cape Fear Valley Medic Unit. President Johnson 
will follow-up with Commissioner Keefe.  

 
3. President Johnson informed the membership that he is working with Cumberland County 

Emergency Services Director Gene Booth to address needed tweaks to the 2019 County Fire 
Contract, which Expires on June 30th, 2024. Once this is finalized, we will provide a copy to 
each district Chief.  
 
Fire Contract changes were discussed by Director Geen Booth and President Johnson. Several 
changes were made and/or updated. 

 
a. Updated all applicable dates. 
b. Updated terminology to remove Arson Task Force to Fire Investigation Unit (FIU) 
c. Adjusted the Annual Audit requirement to align with our current audit submission. 
d. Changed the County ISO rating from a 5 to a 6 pertaining to the minimum requirement. 
e. Background checks were updated to reflect the new NC General Statutes GS 153-234 
f. NIFRS was changed to NERIS. 
g. Web EOC Quarterly Exercise participation was emphasized and maintained a trained 

WED EOC staff.  
h. Minimum Rescue Qualifications for Regional Response Program will be adjusted. This 

change pertains to both qualified Technical Rescuers and a minimum Station Rescue 
Certifications and Rescue Apparatus. Rescue issue will be addressed through an 
addendum next year for an effective date of July 1st, 2025. 
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4. The Cumberland County Fire Protection Service District Grant was open April 1st through the 

26th of April. Grant reviewers will meet on the 28th of May to review submitted grant packages.  
 

5. RMS Committee Chair Assistant Fire Chief Brandon Hanzal addressed the membership on our 
First Due RMS Implementation Update, which is moving forward, with all stations receiving 
POC emails. He asked all chiefs to ensure that a station POC is assigned and participates with 
all implementation venues. This will be done via zoom and all vital sessions recorded and 
placed in the implementation library for everyone to review. Informed the membership to plan 
for the in-person Train-The-Trainer class scheduled for July 23 through 25 at one of the FTCC 
main campus computer labs. He also advised that the association has a pending bill from Central 
Square for $2,340.00 that includes Public Safety Project Management Services, and Public 
Safety Technical Services. Central Square is what links our departments and First Due RMS to 
CAD. The bill is due when all services have been completed.  

 
6. 2024 Valor Awards are scheduled for Tuesday, September 10th, 2024. The event host is Manna 

Church and will start at 0730. Jennifer Hammonds spoke to the group about the application 
process and asked departments to submit applications online as soon as possible. President 
Johnson advised that a paper nomination form is included in your meeting packets for review. 
An electronic form will also be mailed out this week. Please review your membership, whereas 
every fire department should have at least one (1) Merit Award presentation to recognize your 
department’s outstanding performers. The remaining categories are Life Safety and Valor.  
 

7.  President Johnson provided an update on the progress made with the association’s 2009 Surrey 
Fire Safety House. Over the past 8 months, significant improvements have been completed, 
including re-sealing the roof, upgrading the exterior lighting system to energy efficient LEDs, 
replacing the old and damaged wrap with a new and modern design, fitting new tires, replacing 
the manual awning with an electric/battery operated awning, and repairing minor body damages. 
However, there remains a need to upgrade the technology package that operates the various fire 
safety and sever weather props within the safety house to bring it up to the current state of the 
art. President Johnson proposed sending the 16-year-old Fire Safety House back to the 
manufacturer in Ohio for a complete technology upgrade, which would involve dismantling and 
aesthetically replacing walls, ceiling and fireplace to accommodate the new technology. A quote 
from Surry Fire Safety revealed a total cost of $21,760.00, including the replacement of our 
generator that was ultimately deemed unnecessary, bringing the final cost down to $12,495.90, 
covering transportation expenses. Hopefully, there will not be any unforeseen costs associated. 
He suggested utilizing SCIF funds designated for fire prevention to finance the technology 
upgrades. Following a discussion with the membership, during which no objections were raised, 
President Johnson confirmed that the project will proceed. The Fire Safety House is expected to 
be out of service for 6 to 8 weeks during the upgrade process. President Johnson thanked the 
membership for their continued support of our combined public Fire Life Safety Education 
initiatives.  

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. Motorola Corporation made a presentation on a new system upgrade for video capabilities that 
are forward facing as well as options for inside the cab of vehicles. A video representation was 
provided and viewed for all attendees. Questions were fielded by a few chiefs. Interested parties 
were also encouraged to check out a vehicle that was parked outside for further hands-on 
evaluation of the system upgrades.  
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2. Hurricane Season starts soon. All were encouraged to be preemptive in evaluation of current 

assets and resources in the event a storm heads our way.  
 

3. President Johnson briefed the membership on the upcoming maturity of the association’s 
Certificate of Deposit (CD) with TRUIST Bank, valued at $750,000.00. The 7-month CD has 
earned $21,620.54 in interest, demonstrating a positive budgetary impact for the association. He 
also provided an overview of the association’s current financial status, highlighting our healthy 
fund balance and the anticipated deposit of $277,122.00 in August for FY 23/24, as per the 
adopted funding plan. With all major liabilities settled and sufficient funds available to meet 
upcoming obligations, President Johnson recommended renewing the CD for another term to 
capitalize on the favorable interest rate, generating significant income for the association.  
In response to President Johnson’s recommendation, a MOTION was put forward by Beaver 
Dam Fire Chief Gary Brock to renew the CD as proposed, with Eastover Fire Chief Scott 
Makenzie SECONDING the MOTION. The MOTION was then unanimously APPROVED 
through a roll call vote. The decision to renew the CD aligns with the association’s financial 
strategy to maximize earnings and ensure stability in meeting future obligation. President 
Johnson expressed gratitude to the members for their support and proactive approach towards 
strengthening the associations financial health. 
 

4. At the conclusion of the meeting and prior to adjournment, President Johnson addressed the Bi-
Annual Association Executive Committee Elections scheduled for tonight. He noted the change 
from January to May for the elections every two years as per the association By-Laws. He 
emphasized the importance of a smooth transition between executive officers, with newly 
elected officers assuming office on July 1. He expressed gratitude to members for their support 
and highlighted the associations’ progress in providing emergency services and embracing 
technology. After nominations were called for, Cumberland Road Fire Chief Steve Parrish, 
MOTIONED to retain the current executive committee, the MOTION was SECONDED by 
Spring Lake Fire Chief Jason Williams and unanimously APPROVED by all members. On 
behalf of the association’s leadership team, President Johnson extended their thanks for their on-
going support.  

 
OFFICIAL ASSOCIATION / FIRE STATION ID CARDS (Coordinated through Station 13 at 910-424-0694  
Ms. Johnson or Ms. Garris)  
 

 Nothing was shared with the group. 

STANDARDS & POLICY COMMITTEE Fire Chief Scott Bass (Westarea FD) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: wfd2501@nc.rr.com 

 
 Nothing was shared with the group. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS /DISPATCH STEERING / AVL COMMITTEE Chief Steve Parrish, Cumberland Road 
FD, Chairperson, E-Mail: crfd501@nc.rr.com 
 

 Nothing shared for the group. 

 

mailto:wfd2501@nc.rr.com
mailto:crfd501@nc.rr.com
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TRAINING COMMITTEE Assistant Chief Kevin Murphy (Stoney Point) Chairperson                                                  

E-Mail kmurphy1903@gmail.com 

 Tender Task Force Training will take place at Stoney Point Fire on the 27th of June for all interesting 
departments 

RESCUE COMMITTEE Deputy Chief Hank Harris (Cotton FD) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: hankharris@cottonfirerescue.org 

 
 Nothing shared for the group. 

 
MEMORIAL COMMITTEE Fire Chief Ronnie Marley (Pierces Mill FD) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: ronniemarley0301@gmail.com  or Deputy Fire Chief David Richtmeyer (Memorial Service Co-ordinator)         
E-Mail: davidrichtmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov 
 

 FF DeCarter Died while on active duty but not in the line of duty, will be part of this years’ service.  
 BC Bowden LODD Determination will result in an induction at this year’s Memorial.  

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE Deputy Chief, Freddy Johnson Jr. (Stoney Point) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: spfd1302@nc.rr.com 
 

 Deputy Chief Johnson Jr. provided a detailed treasurer’s report at the beginning of the meeting, and                
also reported that the FY 24/25 budget was presented and approved by the Finance Committee. The               
budget is clear and focuses on addressing our liabilities and funding strategies. A copy has                       
been submitted to the finance department to meet their deadline, and each department has received                   
a copy in their meeting packet for reference. Please shoot with questions or concerns.  

 CD Discussion was introduced earlier in the evening during new business.  
 
FIRE LIFE SAFETY EDUCATION COMMITTEE – Fire Marshal Kevin Lowther Chairperson,  
Email -klowther@cumberlandcountync.gov 
 

 A Smoke Alarm update was given and offered to more departments as needed.  
 

SCIF PROJECT COMMITTEE - Fire Chief Keith Matthews (GFFD # 17) Chairperson. 
 E-Mail:  gffd1701@nc.rr.com 
 

 Inactive until third quarter in FY 24-25 
 Will go active July 1st, 2024. 
 Everyone is encouraged to think about upcoming projects and submit recommendations to 

Chief Matthews (1701) Committee Chair.  
 

LEPC UPDATE Fire Chief Logan Herndon (Grays Creek # 18 & Fayetteville FD) Representative 
 
 Cargill hosted an event recently with great community involvement. Membership is growing 

with special thanks to Gary Crumpler in assisting in this matter.  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kmurphy1903@gmail.com
mailto:ronniemarley0301@gmail.com
mailto:davidrichtmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov
mailto:spfd1302@nc.rr.com
mailto:-klowther@cumberlandcountync.gov
mailto:gffd1701@nc.rr.com
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS REPORT 
 

CUMBERLAND COUNTY MANAGERS’ OFFICE (Clarence Grier, County Manager)  
 
 Not Present. 

 
EMERGENCY SERVICES DIRECTOR/ ECC-911 (Gene Booth, Director), 
E-Mail:   wbooth@cumberlandcountync.gov  

Emergency Services  
 
 QR Code is available for replacing ERG’s. As a reminder, every emergency response vehicle in                

NC is required to have an updated version on hand.  
 Update the contact information for county wide communication for large scale events or             

emergencies. 
 SAR TOPO is now available. Reach out to dispatch when the resource is needed.  

 
Fire Marshal Kevin Lowther –  

 
 Age-appropriate fire video is being produced. Connect with the FM if interested in participating.  

 
9-1-1 Supervisor Adam Johnson  

 
 ICS training will be hosted by FTCC in June. ICS 300 is scheduled for June 10-12 and        

400 is scheduled the 12-13th.  
 
EMS DIRECTOR:   David Grovdahl, EMS Chief E-Mail:  dgrovdahl@capefearvalley.com  

 
 Chief Grovdahl introduced the new airway management tools that are coming online. Use 

the king Airways you currently have on your vehicles. New ones will be switched out 
when used.  

 On Wednesday the 22nd of May. A meeting will be held to discuss the upcoming changes 
to EMS protocols and equipment.  

 Please request replacement of medical equipment well in advance of the expiration date. 
60 plus days in advance or more are recommended.  

 
HAZMAT:  AC David Richtmeyer, E-Mail: davidrichmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov  

 
 The new Program Manager is expected to start next month.  

 
NC FORESTRY: Craig Gottfried, County Ranger, E-Mail:  craig.gottfried@ncagr.gov 

 
 Nothing was shared with the group. 

 
FTCC:  Michael Barth, E-Mail:  bartchm@faytechcc.edu – (910)486-7474 

 
 Steve White mentioned that an Ag and Machinery TR class is scheduled for next month 

 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE Sheriff Wright ewright@ccsonc.org (Sr. Sgt. Tara Whitman) Email -                 
twhitman@ccsonc.org 
   

mailto:wbooth@cumberlandcountync.gov
mailto:dgrovdahl@capefearvalley.com
mailto:davidrichmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov
mailto:craig.gottfried@ncagr.gov
mailto:bartchm@faytechcc.edu
mailto:ewright@ccsonc.org
mailto:twhitman@ccsonc.org
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 Nothing was shared with the group.  
 
FAYETTEVILLE POLICE – Police Kemberle Braden, Email – kemberlebraden@fayettevillenc.gov 
                                     

 Chief Braden announced that he will identify someone to attend our meetings. But this may                
take some time.  

 
NC HIGHWAY PATROL – Colonel Freddy Johnson Jr. Commander NCSHP. 
E-Mail: Freddy.johnson@ncshp.org or First Sergeant Jamie Hinson B-1 Fayetteville                                                    
Mail: james.hinson@ncshp.org, or S. Johnson SHP Raleigh Training Center, E-Mail sean.johnson@ncshp.org 
 

 Nothing was shared with the group.  
 
FIRE COMMISSIONER – Keefe 

 
 Not Present.  

 
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made to adjourn by Chief Brock and seconded by Steve White.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2026 hours. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
Freddy l. Johnson Sr.    Joshua Hopkins  
Freddy L. Johnson Sr., CFO    Joshua Hopkins 
Fire Chief / President     Assistant Fire Chief / Secretary 
 
Enclosures – 13 

 Attendance Roster 
 Jan-April Monthly Incident Response Statistics 
 Financial Report Overview  
 Truist Balance Sheet & Detailed Loss & Profit Report 05/20/2024 
 CCFCA FY24/25 Budget 
 FTCC & Regional Training Opportunities 
 OSBM-SCIF Email 
 Executive Committee-Voter Ballet for voting members only 
 Valor Awards Descriptions and Nomination form 
 Make Me a Firefighter Program 
 National Emergency Response Information System 
 Vote Roll Call Form – Certificate of Deposit & 2024 – 2026 Executive 

Committee Election  
 Walters Group – Fire Safety House Estimate dated 05/13/2024 
 

For the Good of the Organization 
 

• More ambulances are expected to start next month bringing the daytime total for the county to                                     
19 ambulances 

 

mailto:kemberlebraden@fayettevillenc.gov
mailto:Freddy.johnson@ncshp.org
mailto:james.hinson@ncshp.org
mailto:sean.johnson@ncshp.org
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Enclosure # 1 – 2024 Attendance Roster  

 
Special Notes: 
 
 
CODES:  – Present -Absent      Excused 

 
 

 MEMBERS’ PRESENT (19) 19 18 19 17 17        
 ASSOCIATES PRESENT (07) 4 6 4 6 6        
 Total Number in attendance 49 38 37 41 46        
  

CC Fire Chiefs 
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 MEMBERS MEETING DATES 
01 BEAVER DAM STA 26 & 27             
02 BETHANY STA 12             
03 COTTON STA 4             
04 CUMBERLAND ROAD STA 5             
05 EASTOVER STA 1             
06 EMS EMERGENCY MED SVC             
07 FAYETTEVILLE FIRE DEPT             
08 FORT LIBERTY FIRE DEPT             
09 GODWIN – FALCON STA 17             
10 GRAYS CREEK STA 18             
11 GRAYS CREEK STA 24             
12 HOPE MILLS STA 21             
13 PEARCE’S MILL STA 3             
14 SPRING LAKE STA 11 & 22             
15 STEDMAN STA 23             
16 STONEY POINT STA 13 & 19             
17 VANDER STA 2 & 8             
18 WADE STA 16             
19 WESTAREA STA 15–20 & 25             
 ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

01 CC EMERGENCY SERVICES               
02 FIRE COMMISSIONER             
03 FORESTRY              
04 FTCC             
05 HAZMAT             
06 HIGHWAY PATROL             
07 SHERIFFS OFFICE              
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