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 Cumberland County Fire Chiefs’ Association 
“Preservation of Life and Property through Organization” 

Minutes of the 22 April 2024, Monthly Meeting 
 

 
The general membership Chiefs’ meeting was hosted by Fire Chief Justin Nobles and Stedman Fire 
Department. The association thanks Chief Nobles and his crew for their great hospitality. A catered dinner was 
provided, and facilities were provided by Stedman Baptist Church. 
 
Call to Order:    The meeting was called to order by President Johnson at 7:00 pm.  
  
Opening Prayer: Association Chaplain Kenneth Tatumn provided the opening prayer followed by 

dinner. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  President Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
Roll Call:    Roll call was conducted with 17 departments and 5 associate members present. 

Members Absent: 
 
Fire/EMS Departments: EMS Emergency Medical Services, Spring Lake FD, FTCC 
 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of March 25, 2024, meeting was approved as presented.  
 
Guests: Stedman Mayor, Martin Jones, Kirk deViere, Candidate for County Commissioner 
  
Vendors Present: Ed Newsome of the National Fire Safety Council  
    
Treasurer’s Report:  Chiefs Only Fund balance report provided along with a hard copy in your            

packet for review.  
   
Meeting Points of Interests:  

 Next Chiefs’ Meeting is scheduled for Monday May 20th, 2024, hosted by Director Gene 
Booth, and held at the Cumberland County Emergency Operation Center. Dinner will be 
provided by Motorola.  

 Stoney Point-19 assumes air trailer responsibilities in May. Fort Liberty Air-1 has Air rotation 
responsibilities for the month of June. 

 Congratulations to Fire Chief Scott Mcguire for his selection as the new Fire Chief at 
Fort Liberty replacing Chief Mark Melvin.  

 
Items of Interest Handouts 

1. RMS Committee Mtg Minutes 
2. Jan-March Monthly Incident Response Statistics 
3. Truist Balance Sheet 03/24/2024 
4. FTCC & Regional Training Opportunities 
5. Training Officers Meeting Minutes April 2024 
6. Light the Night in Red-National FFF 
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7. Archie Cox Golf Classic 
8. Telecommunicators Week CCFCA Appreciation Note 
9. LEPC Meeting Flyer 
10. NC OSFM Fire Servicey on FF Behaviors and Viewpoints 
11. Minutes from the January FRC Meeting-Historically, runs a quarter behind 
12. FTCC Summer Fire Academy Email 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
  
1. President Johnson discussed the foam replacement process for the three county foam trailers. 

OSFM has been designated to spearhead the replacement project with state funds going to 
OSFM. Chief Chris Davis with OSFM recently verified foam on hand for accurate replacement. 
The state will disperse our foam but does not have the funding to replace it. Procurement will 
have to be secured with the SCIF fund. The team is still waiting for information on the newest 
Green Foam  
 

2. President Johnson announced that our Surrey Fire Safety House new wrap and graphics have 
been completed and the house was picked up 
from   Specialty Graphics in Angier. There 
was a delay with the NFPA logo, but the issue 
has been mitigated. We have an appointment 
at HGR’s Trailers on Thursday April 4, 2024, 
for the installation of a new battery operated / 
electric awning. Once completed we will 
complete a total maintenance check of all 
systems, and we will also reach out to Surrey 
Safety Houses to inquire about updating all 
the old and outdated electronics in the house 
to current technology. The safety house will 
remain out of service until all updates and 
services are complete.  

 
3. President Johnson discussed our current AED dilemma surrounding the excessive cost of 

replacement pads and batteries. He is recommending that we use the funds currently available 
through the Health Department for CCFCA AED pads and battery purchases. The 
recommendation is that we replace 130 of our current AEDs and purchase 130 Stryker 
LIFEPAK 1000 which are compatible with EMS thus allowing PAD exchange with the 
responding medical unit. To affect this purchase and exchange Cumberland County is 
requesting that we turn in our current CARDIAC Science Power heart G5 AEDs for distribution 
in county owned facilities including schools. To utilize the ARP funds the issue goes back to the 
ARP Committee where Fire Commissioner Keefe is chair. With 100% voting membership in 
attendance the Chiefs concurred with exchanging our current Power heart G-5 AEDs and 
pursuing the purchase of 130 Stryker LIFEPAK 1000 which are compatible for direct AED Pad 
Exchange on the scene with the responding Cape Fear Valley Medic Unit. A presentation to the 
ARP committee is scheduled for Monday May 6, 2024, starting immediately after the regular 
scheduled Commissioners Meeting. President Johnson will follow-up with Commissioner 
Keefe.  

 
4. President Johnson informed the membership that he is working with Cumberland County 

Emergency Services Director Gene Booth to address needed tweaks to the 2019 County Fire 
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Contract, which Expires on June 30th, 2024. Once this is finalized, we will provide a copy to 
each district Chief. He provided an example of a required update dealing with our required 
annual audits, which has already been amended but needs to be included within the new 2024 
audit.  

 
5. The Cumberland County Service District Grant was open on Monday April 1st and will remain 

open until 5 pm Friday April 26, 2024, this week. A grant review committee will convene 
thereafter to review grants. $60,000 is the limit. Grants submitted that are more than $60,000 
will be returned. Please follow the following established Cumberland County Fire Services 
District Grant administrative rules.  
 

6. First Due RMS Implementation Update is moving forward, with all stations POC receiving 
emails. President Johnson asked all chiefs to ensure that a station POC is assigned and 
participates with all implementation venues. This will be done via zoom and all vital sessions 
recorded and placed in the implementation library for everyone to review. He also advised that 
the association has a pending bill from Central Square for $2,340.00 that includes Public Safety 
Project Management Services, and Public Safety Technical Services. Central Square is what 
links our departments and First Due RMS to CAD. The bill is due when all services have been 
completed.  
   

7. Chiefs Logan Herndon and Ronnie Marley represented CCFCA at FDIC 2024 (April 16 – 20, 
2024) in Indianapolis, Indiana with over thirty (3) Cumberland County, fire service members 
attending. 30 Cumberland County members were present for the Cumberland County Fire 
Service Photo. Special thanks to Chief 
Bradshaw and the Vander VFD for the 
impressive FDIC display of Vander’s 
new Rescue Truck CRES-2.  
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8. Special thanks to all those Chief officers that came out and completed their make-up picture. 
Seventy percent of those who requested supported the request.  
 

9. President Johnson reminded the Chiefs that the FY 24-25 county fire department budget forms 
ae due back this week on April 24, 2024, to county finance. This is a contract requirement.  
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. A special presentation was made by the Stedman Mayor Martin Jones, Fire Chief Justin Nobles 
and President Johnson Sr. to Cumberland County Emergency Management Planner Laura 
Smith. She has tirelessly served Cumberland County in the EM planner position for 8 years. 
Laura accepted the Emergency Management Coordinator’s position with Fayetteville Fire 
Department.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.   2024 Legislative Day. A handout has been provided in your packet. On Wednesday, May 15th 

starting at 0800 hours, those interested, including President Johnson will meet in the quorum 
Center. The quorum center is on the first-floor conference center of the NCSFA Building, 323 
W. Jones Street in Raleigh. Parking is normally an issue to arrive early to allow time to find a 
parking spot. Be present so together we can stand united, and our voices heard.  

 
3. Ed Newsone from National Safety Council made a short presentation on a funding venture for 

area communities to help offset the cost of Public Education items for schools and Public 
Relation Events. In 2023, the organization raised over $263,000 for first responder 
organizations. Several regional departments already use their services, but more are encouraged 
to investigate the valuable service provided. 
 

4. The annual Archie Cox Golf Classic is coming up in the fall. The date is 27th of September 
hosted at Cypress Lakes Golf Course. Put a team together and support this worthwhile event. A 
flier is included in your packet for registration details.  

 
5. LEPC will be meeting later this week on the 25th of April. Meeting will begin at 10 am at the 

Cargil Fay Facility located at 1754 River Road.  Our point of contact for the meeting is Chief 
Herndon. If you have any questions, please reach out to him on the matter.  
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6. In honor of National Telecommunicators Week, CCFCA has provided food trays and a heartfelt 
thank you note to all our Cumberland County/Fayetteville Dispatchers. They consistently do an 
amazing job, and we owe them our gratitude.  

 
7. IAW with our By-Laws, at our next monthly meeting in May we will hold Bi-Annual Elections 

of the Executive Committee. If you are interested in serving on the Nomination Committee, 
please contact President, otherwise we will receive nominations from the floor during the May 
meeting. Election outcomes are effective July 1st, 2024.  

 
8. 2024 Valor Award are tentatively scheduled for Tuesday September 10, 2024, starting at 0730 at 

Manna Church on Cliffdale Road. An initial meeting will be later this week to iron some key 
details regarding nomination submission details. He urged all Chiefs to think about nominating a 
deserving member. Nomination forms will be sent out via email, with paper copies distributed 
during our May meeting. Go ahead and review your membership, whereas every fire department 
should have at least one (1) Merit Award presentation. The remaining categories are Life Safety 
and Valor.  
 

OFFICIAL ASSOCIATION / FIRE STATION ID CARDS (Coordinated through Station 13 at 910-424-0694  
Ms. Johnson or Ms. Garris)  
 

 Nothing was shared with the group. 

STANDARDS & POLICY COMMITTEE Fire Chief Scott Bass (Westarea FD) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: wfd2501@nc.rr.com 

 
 Nothing was shared with the group. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS /DISPATCH STEERING / AVL COMMITTEE Chief Steve Parrish, Cumberland Road 
FD, Chairperson, E-Mail: crfd501@nc.rr.com 
 

 Nothing shared for the group. 

TRAINING COMMITTEE Assistant Chief Kevin Murphy (Stoney Point) Chairperson                                                  

E-Mail kmurphy1903@gmail.com 

 Training opportunities Hand-Out in Station Packets 
 
RESCUE COMMITTEE Deputy Chief Hank Harris (Cotton FD) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: hankharris@cottonfirerescue.org 

 
 Nothing shared for the group. 

 
MEMORIAL COMMITTEE Fire Chief Ronnie Marley (Pierces Mill FD) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: ronniemarley0301@gmail.com  or Deputy Fire Chief David Richtmeyer (Memorial Service Co-ordinator)         
E-Mail: davidrichtmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov 
 

 FF DeCarter Died while on active duty but not in the line of duty, will be part of this years’ service.  
 BC Bowden LODD Determination will result in an induction at this year’s Memorial.  

 

mailto:wfd2501@nc.rr.com
mailto:crfd501@nc.rr.com
mailto:kmurphy1903@gmail.com
mailto:ronniemarley0301@gmail.com
mailto:davidrichtmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov
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FINANCE COMMITTEE Deputy Chief, Freddy Johnson Jr. (Stoney Point) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: spfd1302@nc.rr.com 
 

 Committee meeting scheduled for 20th of May at 6pm at the CC EOC. 
 Everyone should be receiving the FY-24-25 Budget Memorandum from County Manager Grier with            

an April 24, 2024, suspense date back to county finance.  
 

FIRE LIFE SAFETY EDUCATION COMMITTEE – Fire Marshal Kevin Lowther Chairperson,  
Email -klowther@cumberlandcountync.gov 
 

 Please do not write letters for Fire Department variance. That must come from the county not 
the FD.  

 
SCIF PROJECT COMMITTEE - Fire Chief Keith Matthews (GFFD # 17) Chairperson. 
 E-Mail:  gffd1701@nc.rr.com 
 

 Inactive until third quarter in FY 24-25 
 Will go active July 1st, 2024. 
 Everyone is encouraged to think about upcoming projects and submit recommendations to 

Chief Matthews (1701) Committee Chair.  
 

LEPC UPDATE Fire Chief Logan Herndon (Grays Creek # 18 & Fayetteville FD) Representative 
 
 Nothing to report for the group. More to follow with the report from the recent meeting. 

 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS REPORT 

 
CUMBERLAND COUNTY MANAGERS’ OFFICE (Clarence Grier, County Manager)  

 
 Not Present. 

 
EMERGENCY SERVICES DIRECTOR/ ECC-911 (Gene Booth, Director), 
E-Mail:   wbooth@cumberlandcountync.gov  

 
Emergency Services Director Gene Booth   

 
 Gene discussed an innovative technology on voice dispatching. He also shared a special thank you        

to the Chiefs for their support during National Telecommunicators Week.  
 
 Gary Crumpler discussed the need for chiefs to update contact information to be able to receive    

weather or equipment alerts. 
 

Fire Marshal Kevin Lowther –  
 
 See Fire Life Safety Report 

 
9-1-1 Supervisor Adam Johnson  

 
 ICS training will be hosted by FTCC in June. ICS 300 is scheduled for June 10-12 and        

400 is scheduled the 12-13th.  

mailto:spfd1302@nc.rr.com
mailto:-klowther@cumberlandcountync.gov
mailto:gffd1701@nc.rr.com
mailto:wbooth@cumberlandcountync.gov
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EMS DIRECTOR:   David Grovdahl, EMS Chief E-Mail:  dgrovdahl@capefearvalley.com  

 
 Not Present. 

 
HAZMAT:  AC David Richtmeyer, E-Mail: davidrichmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov  

 
 Nothing was shared with the group. 

 
NC FORESTRY: Craig Gottfried, County Ranger, E-Mail:  craig.gottfried@ncagr.gov 

 
 Nothing was shared with the group. 

 
FTCC Michale Barth, E-Mail:  bartchm@faytechcc.edu – (910)486-7474 

 
 Not present – Nothing to report for the group.  

 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE Sheriff Wright ewright@ccsonc.org (Sr. Sgt. Tara Whitman) Email -                 
twhitman@ccsonc.org 
   

 Nothing was shared with the group.  
 

FAYETTEVILLE POLICE – Police Kemberle Braden, Email – kemberlebraden@fayettevillenc.gov 
                                     

 Nothing was shared with the group.  
 

NC HIGHWAY PATROL – Colonel Freddy Johnson Jr. Commander NCSHP. 
E-Mail: Freddy.johnson@ncshp.org or First Sergeant Jamie Hinson B-1 Fayetteville                                                    
Mail: james.hinson@ncshp.org, or S. Johnson SHP Raleigh Training Center, E-Mail sean.johnson@ncshp.org 
 

 Nothing was shared with the group.  
 
FIRE COMMISSIONER – Keefe 

 
 Not Present.  

 
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made to adjourn by Greg Godfrey and seconded by Chief Mcguire.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2015 hours. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
Freddy l. Johnson Sr.    Joshua Hopkins  
Freddy L. Johnson Sr., CFO    Joshua Hopkins 
Fire Chief / President     Assistant Fire Chief / Secretary 
 
Enclosures – 13 

 Attendance Roster 
 RMS Committee Mtg Minutes 
 Jan-March Monthly Incident Response Statistics 

mailto:dgrovdahl@capefearvalley.com
mailto:davidrichmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov
mailto:craig.gottfried@ncagr.gov
mailto:bartchm@faytechcc.edu
mailto:ewright@ccsonc.org
mailto:twhitman@ccsonc.org
mailto:kemberlebraden@fayettevillenc.gov
mailto:Freddy.johnson@ncshp.org
mailto:james.hinson@ncshp.org
mailto:sean.johnson@ncshp.org
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 Truist Balance Sheet 03/24/2024 
 FTCC & Regional Training Opportunities 
 Training Officers Meeting Minutes April 2024 
 Light the Night in Red-National FFF 
 Archie Cox Golf Classic 
 Telecommunicators Week CCFCA Appreciation Note 
 LEPC Meeting Flyer 
 Minutes from the January FRC Meeting-Historically, runs a quarter 

behind 
 FTCC Summer Fire Academy Email 
 National Fire Safety Council Flier 
 NC Fallen Firefighter Memorial Announcement Email  
 SCIF Email to Senator Thomas McInnis 
 NC Fire Service Legislative Day Flier 
 Fire Service on FF Behaviors and Viewpoints 

 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ASSOCIATION 

 
Chief Nobles invited all to the County Wide water Shuttle training this coming Thursday night, an email                
has been sent out.  
 
County Commissioner Candidate Kirk deViere, addressed the membership about his candidacy and               
requested support from the membership.  
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Enclosure # 1 – 2024 Attendance Roster  

 
Special Notes: 
 
 
CODES:  – Present -Absent      Excused 

 
 

 

 MEMBERS’ PRESENT (19) 19 18 19 17         
 ASSOCIATES PRESENT (07) 4 6 4 6         
 Total Number in attendance 49 38 37 41         
  

CC Fire Chiefs 
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 MEMBERS MEETING DATES 
01 BEAVER DAM STA 26 & 27             
02 BETHANY STA 12             
03 COTTON STA 4             
04 CUMBERLAND ROAD STA 5             
05 EASTOVER STA 1             
06 EMS EMERGENCY MED SVC             
07 FAYETTEVILLE FIRE DEPT             
08 FORT LIBERTY FIRE DEPT             
09 GODWIN – FALCON STA 17             
10 GRAYS CREEK STA 18             
11 GRAYS CREEK STA 24             
12 HOPE MILLS STA 21             
13 PEARCE’S MILL STA 3             
14 SPRING LAKE STA 11 & 22             
15 STEDMAN STA 23             
16 STONEY POINT STA 13 & 19             
17 VANDER STA 2 & 8             
18 WADE STA 16             
19 WESTAREA STA 15–20 & 25             
 ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

01 CC EMERGENCY SERVICES               
02 FIRE COMMISSIONER             
03 FORESTRY              
04 FTCC             
05 HAZMAT             
06 HIGHWAY PATROL             
07 SHERIFFS OFFICE              
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