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Cumberland County Fire Chiefs’ Association 
“Preservation of Life and Property through Organization” 

Minutes of the 28th of October 2024, Monthly Meeting 

 
The general membership Chiefs’ meeting was hosted by Grays Creek VFD at the Paradise Acres Restaurant. 
The association thanks Chief Logan Herndon for their great hospitality and offering of the accommodations for 
tonight’s meeting. 

 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Johnson at 7:00 pm. 

 
Opening Prayer: Association Chaplain Chief Tatum provided the opening prayer. 

 
Pledge of Allegiance: President Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Roll Call: Roll call was conducted with 16 departments and 5 associate members present. 

Members Absent: 
 

Fire/EMS Departments: None 

Associate Members: None 

Approval of Minutes: The September 2024 minutes were approved as presented by the Secretary. 
 

Guests: Senator Tom McInnis, Running for reelection 
Semone Pemberton- Running for NC Senate District 19 
Representative Diane Wheatley, running for reelection 
Peter Pappas- Running for County Commissioner District 2 
Henry Tyson-Running for County Commissioner 
Kirk deViere-Running for County Commissioner 

Vendors Present: None 

 
Treasurer’s Report: A detailed association financial report will be provided along with a hard copy 

fund balance, and a detailed profit and loss report for the fiscal year to date in 
the November packet. 

 
Meeting Points of Interests: 

 
 Next Chiefs’ Meeting is scheduled for Nov 25th, 2024, hosted by Director Gene Booth. The 

meeting will be held at the CC EOC. 
 Stoney Point Air-19 has Air rotation responsibilities for the month of November followed by 

FFD Air-1 in December. 
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Items of Interest Handouts 
 

1. Jan – Aug 2024 Incident Response Stats 
2. Truist daily account Balance Sheet 10/28/2024 
3. FTCC & Regional Training Opportunities 
4. Hoke County Puppy Creek Fire Officer I Class Flyer – 11/7/2024 18:30 Hours 
5. Truist CD Notice of Renewal 
6. SCIF Committee Minutes 
7. NCOSBM - - EMS Grant $100,000 
8. Arnold J. Koonce Award Announcement 
9. South River EMC PIO Announcement 
10. Stedman’s New ISO Rating 2/9E 
11. FFD 2025 FF Cancer Awareness Fundraiser Flyer 
12. Responder Assistance Initiative – Info Sheet 
13. Cumberland County Public Health Raises Awareness of the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline 
14. Know Your Saws – Training Program CCSO Fire Investigation Unit (FIU) Statistics 
15. Cumberland County Schools Flyer – ICON 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 
1. President Johnson discussed the foam replacement process for the three county foam trailers. 

OSFM has been designated to spearhead the replacement project with state funds going to 
OSFM. Chief Chris Davis with OSFM recently verified foam on hand for accurate replacement. 
The state will disperse our foam but does not have the funding to replace it. Procurement will 
have to be secured with the SCIF fund. The newest Green PFAS Free Foam has been identified 
but the recent WNC storm has delayed OSFM processing. More to follow in this topic. 

 
2. President Johnson discussed AED update. All new AED’s have been issued and 55 of the old 

AEDs were delivered. Still waiting on batteries then the rest can be delivered. 
 

3. President Johnson addressed the membership on our First Due RMS Implementation Update 
which is up and running and moving forward. If you have any issues, please reach out to Chief 
Hanzal at Sta 13. 

4. President Johnson communicated a heartfelt thank you to those that participated in the 
Responder Incident Training (RIT) event that was held on Oct 22-23. It was great training for 
all who participated. 

 
5. 2025 Approved Professional Training Conferences 

 
FDIC, April 7 through 12, 2025 Indianapolis, Indiana. – Registration opens Monday October 7, 
2025, at noon. (Fly out Tuesday April 8, return Saturday April 12 – RDU) 

 
Low Tier Godwin-Falcon – Declined (Counts as their turn) 
Mid-Tier Eastover FD – Chief McKenzie 
High Tier Stoney Point FD – Chief Johnson Sr. 
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NCAFC-MWC-2025 North Carolina Association of Fire Chiefs – Mid-Winter-Conference 
(MWC) Wednesday January 29 through Saturday February 1st, 2025 

 
Low Tier Wade Community FD – Chief D. Hill 
Mid-Tier Cumberland Road FD – Chief S. Parrish 
High Tier Pearce’s Mill FD – Chief T. Smith 

6. President Johnson shared a special thank you to those that came out for our Annual Memorial 
Service. It turned out to be a beautiful day and a great service. He also wanted to take this 
opportunity to thank Chief Marley and the Memorial Committee for their coordination and 
dedication to making this years’ service a success. He also communicated a thank you to Chief 
Hopkins for moderating the event. 

 
7. President Johnson reminded all chiefs to set their IPAD tablets to WIFI/Cellular and not solely 

on cellular. Making this switch to using WIFI when available will save the Association the 
funding needed for more important projects that betters our county. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 
1. President Johnson spoke on the recent roadway incident in his district involving Captain 

Pomales. Captain Pomales was intentionally struck while providing directional aid around a 
traffic incident. This was an eye-opening event and prompted the need to remind all to be ever 
vigilant in safeguarding our people while responding and working on our streets and highways. 

2. President Johnson thanked Fire Chief Jason Williams of Spring Lake Fire and Rescue for 
providing 100 vials of NARCAN with a two-year life span remaining. Those were distributed 
tonight to each department based upon the usage over the last twelve month of overdose calls. 

3. A quick reminder that our Christmas meeting will be hosted by Sheriff Wright on Monday, 16 
December at 7pm at the Detention Center Annex. President Johnson has requested that you 
communicate attendance numbers for a proper headcount for the Sheriff. 

4. Arnold J. Koonce award season is currently open until the 2nd of December at 5 pm. All Fire, 
Rescue, EMS, Emergency Management, Dispatchers and Fire Marshall Offices are encouraged 
to submit eligible nominations. 

5. Fire Commissioner Jimmy Keefe only has one month remaining in his term. We will take time 
in our December meeting to honor him for his service to our association. 

6. President Johnson updated the membership about our current Certificate of Deposit with 
TRUIST bank expiring on November 11, 2024, in the amount of $785,982.19. He 
recommended to renew for another 5 months, whereas we have sufficient funds remaining to 
support our upcoming liabilities for another renewal. After a discussion, a MOTION was 
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introduced by Cumberland Road Fire Chief Steven Parrish, to renew our current CD for another 
5-month term as recommended by President Johnson. The MOTION was SECONDED by 
Beaver Dam Fire Chief Gary Brock and unanimously APPROVED via a role call with 100% 
voting affirmative to the motion. Motion carried. 

7. President Johnson submitted the NC Association of Fire Chief Membership Renewal package. 
Effort was extended to clean up the roster with recent promotions and retirements. The check 
and packet have been completed and will be sent out on Wednesday the 30th of Oct. 

8. President Johnson concluded the new business by drawing attention to Fire Chief Ronnie 
Marley who currently serves as our Vice President. Chief Marley has officially announced his 
plans to retire effective January 1, 2025, after 51 years of public service to the Pearce’s Mill 
Fire District also encompassing our local municipalities, Cumberland County, and the Great 
State of North Carolina. A retirement Celebration is scheduled for Saturday January 11 at 4 PM 
at Pearce’s Mill FD – Chiefs are encouraged to please put this important date on your calendar 
and join PMFD for Ronnie’s farewell retirement. Ronnie has requested induction as a lifetime 
honorary CCFCA member. 

9. Communications / Dispatch Steering & AVL Committee Chair Fire Chief Steven Parrish 
opened with the discussion regarding an issue raised at the last committee meeting. Chief 
Parrish informed the association that Cumberland County Dispatch representatives had proposed 
a change to the current dispatch protocol for alarm activation calls. The proposal suggested that 
all calls for alarm activations should be dispatched using the Automatic Vehicle Locator (AVL) 
system, rather than dispatching to the fire agency having jurisdiction as is currently done in the 
county. 

During the discussion, concerns were raised by various VFD chiefs regarding the proposed 
change. These concerns were primarily related to the existing and ongoing issues with the AVL 
system. Communications Supervisor Ms. Sheena Evans also addressed the issue on behalf of 
dispatch. After a considerable debate and consensus, President Johnson announced the decision 
is NOT to change the current dispatch protocol. Therefore, calls for alarm activation would 
continue to be dispatched to the station having authority unless that station was unavailable due 
to being tied up on other calls. 

President Johnson related to both Emergency Services Director Mr. Gene Booth and Sheena 
Evans that further discussion on this issue could take place once a new Computer Aided 
Dispatch (CAD) system and digital dispatch were implemented and fully operational. In the 
meantime, if needed, dispatchers should receive training in how to correctly identify the 
department having authority on the CAD screen when dispatching calls. 
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OFFICIAL ASSOCIATION / FIRE STATION ID CARDS (Coordinated through Station 13 at 910-424-0694 
Ms. Johnson or Ms. Garris) 

 
 Nothing was shared with the group. 

STANDARDS & POLICY COMMITTEE Fire Chief Scott Bass (Westarea FD) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: wfd2501@nc.rr.com 

 
 Nothing was shared with the group. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS /DISPATCH STEERING / AVL COMMITTEE Chief Steve Parrish, Cumberland 
Road FD, Chairperson, E-Mail: crfd501@nc.rr.com 

 
 See paragraph 9 of new business. 

 
TRAINING COMMITTEE Assistant Chief Kevin Murphy (Stoney Point) Chairperson 

E-Mail kmurphy1903@gmail.com 

 Quarterly Maintenance Evolutions will start in Jan 2025. 
 The QR code is the best source for FTCC educational/training offerings. 

 
RESCUE COMMITTEE Deputy Chief Hank Harris (Cotton FD) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: hankharris@cottonfirerescue.org 

 
 A meeting will be held on 6 Nov in Eastover to discuss the quarterly Maintenance Evolutions. The 

goals are to incorporate training with our automatic aid partners for corporate training and to rotate 
the quarterly training responsibilities. 

 
MEMORIAL COMMITTEE Fire Chief Ronnie Marley (Pierces Mill FD) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: ronniemarley0301@gmail.com or Dep Chief David Richtmeyer (Memorial Service Co-coordinator) 
E-Mail: davidrichtmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov 

 
 Thank you to all that participated in the Memorial service. It was a great success. 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE Deputy Chief, Freddy Johnson Jr. (Stoney Point) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: spfd1302@nc.rr.com 

 
 The $100,000 SCIF Grant was received on the 17th of Oct which will be used for EMS 

equipment only. 
 A Motion was presented as part of New Business to renew our CD. The current balance is 

$785,982.15 and was unanimously voted to extend another 5 months. 
 

FIRE LIFE SAFETY EDUCATION COMMITTEE – Fire Marshal Kevin Lowther Chairperson, 
Email -klowther@cumberlandcountync.gov 

 The county is halfway through the Operation Save a Life events which have been a great 
success to date. 

mailto:wfd2501@nc.rr.com
mailto:crfd501@nc.rr.com
mailto:kmurphy1903@gmail.com
mailto:hankharris@cottonfirerescue.org
mailto:ronniemarley0301@gmail.com
mailto:davidrichtmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov
mailto:spfd1302@nc.rr.com
mailto:-klowther@cumberlandcountync.gov
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 If you need smoke detectors in your district, please let Kevin know as some are still 
available. 

 The FEMA grant that was applied for was denied. 
 The team is still working on the GIS overlay to assist with identifying smoke detector needs 

and specific location. 
 

SCIF PROJECT COMMITTEE - Fire Chief Keith Matthews (GFFD # 17) Chairperson. 
E-Mail: gffd1701@nc.rr.com 

 
 The SCIF Committee led by Godwin-Falcon Fire Chief Matthews briefed the membership on 

the committee’s Fiscal Year 2024-25 SCIF project recommendations. He advised that the 
SCIF Committee held their meeting on October 1, 2024, at the Regional Fire and Rescue 
Training Center at 12 noon. (The SCIF Committee Minutes are in each Chiefs packet) and the 
recommendation for the 24/25 fiscal year is to purchase various STIHL saws and accessories 
along with EV Electric vehicle plugs for VFDs and each current certified regional Rescue 
Truck. The total cost from the low bidders was $112,935.78. At the conclusion of the briefing 
Committee Chair Keith Matthews on behalf of the SCIF Committee put his briefing in the form 
of a MOTION, and after a general membership discussion Beaver Dam Fire Chief Gary Brock 
SECONDED the MOTION, and with no further discussion the MOTION was unanimously 
APPROVED via a roll call vote by all members present. President Johnson will reach out to 
the vendors and start the purchasing process. He also thanked Chief Matthews and his 
committee for their work on the project. (See Enclosures for the Roll Call Vote Sheet) 

 
LEPC UPDATE Fire Chief Logan Herndon (Grays Creek # 18 & Fayetteville FD) Representative 

 
 Nothing new for the group 

 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS REPORT 

 
CUMBERLAND COUNTY MANAGERS’ OFFICE (Clarence Grier, County Manager) 

 Not in attendance. 

EMERGENCY SERVICES DIRECTOR/ ECC-911 (Gene Booth, Director), 
E-Mail:  wbooth@cumberlandcountync.gov 

Emergency Services 

 Please check on your deposit. If you have not received it, please let Director Booth know as soon 
as possible. 

 Voice Dispatching is still being worked but no conclusion as of yet. 
 

Emergency Management: Gary Crumpler 
 Thank you to all that supported the WNC Response. The recovery is not over yet however. 
 Please be aware of the potential for Election issues. Please complete response plans for your 

respective voting locations. 
 

9-1-1 Supervisor Adam Johnson 
 

 EMD updates are coming soon for the “Fallen Subject” disposition to capture more real- 
time data to determine response priority. 

mailto:gffd1701@nc.rr.com
mailto:wbooth@cumberlandcountync.gov
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EMS DIRECTOR:  David Grovdahl, EMS Chief E-Mail: dgrovdahl@capefearvalley.com 
 

 Chief Pearce discussed the changes at CFV Hospital with the addition of 100 beds on the 
newest upper floors. This will allow for faster turnaround times in the ER and ambulance 
recovery. The hospital is also working on implementing basic EMT units to lessen the 
burden on Fire Departments. 

 
 

HAZMAT: DC Richtmeyer, E-Mail: drichtmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov (910) 624-5042 
 

 Construction has begun on the new HAZMAT Unit. Should be done by the end of the year 
 
 

NC FORESTRY: Craig Gottfried, County Ranger, E-Mail: craig.gottfried@ncagr.gov (910) 483-1535 
 

 The area is pretty dry right now. Stay vigilant 
 The team is still supporting recovery efforts in WNC so there may be a delay in a plow if requested. 

 
FTCC: Vincent Lewis, E-Mail: lewisv@faytechcc.edu – (910) 486-7472 

 
 Phase II is in full swing on the new project 
 QR is included in your packet for the most up to date offer of available classes 
 TR closeout through the end of the calendar year. 

 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE Sheriff Wright ewright@ccsonc.org (Sr. Sgt. Tara Whitman) Email - 
twhitman@ccsonc.org (910) 323-1500 ext. Arson 

 
 The office is struggling with multiple open positions. Please be patient when requesting officers. 

 
FAYETTEVILLE POLICE – Police Kimberlee Braden, Email – kemberlebraden@fayettevillenc.gov 

 
 Not in attendance. 

 
 

NC HIGHWAY PATROL – Colonel Freddy Johnson Jr. Commander NCSHP. 
E-Mail: Freddy.johnson@ncshp.org or First Sergeant Jamie Hinson B-1 Fayetteville 
Mail: james.hinson@ncshp.org, or S. Johnson SHP Raleigh Training Center, E-Mail sean.johnson@ncshp.org 

 
 Col Johnson addressed the key takeaways from the great response to WNC. He discussed the 

breakdown of the Viper network with 62 towers damaged out of 279. However, most were 
operational within 72 hours. 

 EM should look into the area of donation management that was difficult for most organizations to 
manage. 

 Fire Stations were community hubs. A source for comfort and information throughout the hardest 
parts of the event. 

mailto:dgrovdahl@capefearvalley.com
mailto:drichtmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov
mailto:craig.gottfried@ncagr.gov
mailto:lewisv@faytechcc.edu
mailto:ewright@ccsonc.org
mailto:twhitman@ccsonc.org
mailto:kemberlebraden@fayettevillenc.gov
mailto:Freddy.johnson@ncshp.org
mailto:james.hinson@ncshp.org
mailto:sean.johnson@ncshp.org
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FIRE COMMISSIONER – Keefe 
 

 Commissioner Keefe concluded our meeting drawing attention to the amazing efforts by 
all the men and women that supported the response to WNC. 

 He was honored to serve as our Fire Commissioner and excited to see what the future 
holds following the upcoming election. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made to adjourn by Chief Spiller and seconded by Chief Matthews. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2035 hours. 

Respectfully Submitted by: 
Freddy l. Johnson Sr.  Joshua Hopkins  
Freddy L. Johnson Sr., CFO Joshua Hopkins 
Fire Chief / President Assistant Fire Chief / Secretary 

 
Enclosures – 14 

 2024 Attendance Roster 
 Truist CD Notice of Renewal 
 Truist CD Notice of Renewal Approval Vote Sheet 
 Truist Account Fund Balance October 28, 2024 
 SCIF Committee Minutes dated October 1, 2025 
 FY 2024-25 SCIF Project Approval Vote Sheet 
 Jan – Sep 2024 Incident Response Stats 
 Hoke County Puppy Creek Fire Officer I Class Flyer – 11/7/2024 18:30 Hours 
 NCOSBM - - EMS Grant $100,000 Contract 
 Arnold J. Koonce Award Announcement 
 South River EMC PIO Announcement 
 Stedman’s New ISO Rating 2/9E 
 FFD 2025 FF Cancer Awareness Fundraiser Flyer 
 Responder Assistance Initiative – Info Sheet 

 
For the Good of the Organization 

 
President Johnson asked everyone that has not already voted, to remember to vote. 
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Enclosure # 1 – 2024 Attendance Roster 
 

 MEMBERS’ PRESENT ( 19)  19 18 19 17 17 18 17 19 16 19   
ASSOCIATES PRESENT (07) 4 6 4 6 6 5 6 6 5 7   
Total Number in attendance 49 38 37 41 46 58 53 47 55 56   
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 MEMBERS MEETING DATES 
01 BEAVER DAM STA 26 & 27             
02 BETHANY STA 12             
03 COTTON STA 4             
04 CUMBERLAND ROAD STA 5             
05 EASTOVER STA 1             
06 EMS EMERGENCY MED SVC             
07 FAYETTEVILLE FIRE DEPT             
08 FORT LIBERTY FIRE DEPT             
09 GODWIN – FALCON STA 17             
10 GRAYS CREEK STA 18             
11 GRAYS CREEK STA 24             
12 HOPE MILLS STA 21             
13 PEARCE’S MILL STA 3             
14 SPRING LAKE STA 11 & 22             
15 STEDMAN STA 23             
16 STONEY POINT STA 13 & 19             
17 VANDER STA 2 & 8             
18 WADE STA 16             
19 WESTAREA STA 15–20 & 25             

 ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
01 CC EMERGENCY SERVICES             

02 FIRE COMMISSIONER             

03 FORESTRY             
04 FTCC             

05 HAZMAT             
06 HIGHWAY PATROL             
07 SHERIFFS OFFICE             

 
Special Notes: 

 
CODES: – Present-Absent Excused 
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